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1. Bassia latifolia Roxb. Coiom. PL I (1795) 20, t. 19.—
plate, 580.
A deciduous tree reaching 12-15 m. high; bark thick, daik
coloured, cracked, the inner bark red, milky; trunk short; branches
numerous, spreading, forming a thick shady head. Leaves clustered
near the ends of the branches 7.5-23 by 3.8-11.5 cm., coriaceous,
hard and firm, elliptic or elliptic-oblong, shortly acuminate, pubescent
or tomentose when young, at length glabrous, base rounded or acute;
mam nerves 10-14 pairs, 6-13 mm. (or in large leaves 2 cm ) apart,
with closely reticulate veins between; petioles 2.5-3.8 cm. long, at
first pubescent, ultimately glabrous or nearly so; stipules 6-10 mm.
long, subulate, densely pubescent, very caducous. Flowers in dense
fascicles near the ends of the branches, below the terminal leaf-bud;
pedicels 2,5-3.8 cm. long, drooping, fulvous- or rusty- pubescent or
-tomentose. Calyx 1.6 cm. long, divided nearly to the base; segments
ovate, subacute, rusty-tomentose usually 4 (rarely 5), the two outer
suhvalvate and enclosing the others. Corolla cream-coloured, rather
more than 1.3 cm. long; tube 8 mm. long, fleshy, rugose when dry;
lobes 7-14 (usually 3-9), ovate-lanceolate, acute, erect. Stamens
20-30 (usually 24-26); anthers in 3 series, acuminate, hairy at the
back. Ovary hirsute; style 2.5 cm. long or more, hairy at the base.
Berry 2*5-5 cm. long, fleshy, ovoid, greenish. Seeds 1-4.
Distribution *   Oudh, Burma, Central Provinces, Central India, Gujarat, Konkan, N.
Kanara, S. M. Country, Deccan, cultivated and self-sown
The plant is sweet, acrid, bitter; cooling, fattening, aphrodisiac,
anthelmmtic; cures biliousness, burning sensation, ulcers, fatigue;
causes " kapha ".—The bark heals wounds and ulcers; cures leprosy;
used in fractures.—The milky juice from the bark is astringent;
hastens suppuration; cures 4 kapha " and rheumatism.—The flower
is sweet and cooling, oleagenous; aphrodisiac; good in diseases of
the heart; cures burning sensation, biliousness, ear complaints.—The
fruit is cooling; indigestible, aphrodisiac, oleagenous, sweet, tonic;
bad in diseases of the heart; cures diseases of the blood, " vata ",
thirst, bronchitis, consumption.—The oil is sweet, acrid; cures
" kapha *% bilious fevers, burning sensation (Ayurveda).

